




















lived in areas effectively cut off from indigenous inhabitants
geographically, socially, culturally and linguistically. Security
concerns were felt by nations of origin as well as residence,
and the Gulf was vulnerable to fluctuations in the stability
of countries of origin; violence could also arise from labour
disputes. But another participant stressed that this was not an
international security issue, rather one that could be dealt with
nationally, bilaterally and on the police level. The group also
noted the economic benefit that expatriate labour brought to
the Gulf, and to countries of origin in the form of remittances.

A break-out group on ‘Sectarian Politics’ noted that
the complex legacy of ideological, religious and group
identities was a serious challenge to the Gulf region as a
whole. Countries” varied experience illuminated the range of
instruments available and the varying chance of success. The
growth of sectarian politics was an unwelcome and negative
development which seemed likely to aggravate tensions and
divisions in states and the region. There was a risk of threats to
regional security, regression to primitive concepts of identity,
and a halt in progress towards equality. Policies which

might be worthy of consideration across the region included
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a regional focus on the corrosive effects of sectarian politics
on civil societies; refusal by political parties to be associated
with religious labels; applying the benefits of economic and
social progress without regard to religious or ethnic identity;
countering efforts to foster grievances between Sunni and
Shia groups; greater efforts to integrate Shia communities into
economic and social development programmes; discussion
about how oil wealth could best be exploited for the benefit
of all; emphasis on shared historic and religious experiences
common to Sunni and Shia communities; and greater emphasis

in educational systems on social responsibility and cohesion.

Transcripts of the plenaries, including speeches and question-and-

answer sessions, can be found on www.iiss.org
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