


8 The Manama Dialogue 2008 Agenda 

General David Petraeus, 
Commander, US Centcom



The Manama Dialogue 2008 9Agenda 

Friday 12 December

All day	 Delegates arrive in Manama; Registration

	 Bilateral Meetings between Ministers and Officials

20:15 – 21:00	 Opening Reception

21:00 – 23:00	 Keynote Address and Opening Dinner
Sheikh Khalid Bin Ahmed Bin Mohamed Al Khalifa
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Bahrain 

Saturday 13 December

08:50 – 09:00	 Opening of the Summit
	 Introduction and Welcome

Dr John Chipman
Director-General and Chief Executive, IISS

09:00 – 09:40	 First Plenary Session
The US and the Regional Balance of Power

Dr Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense, US

09:45 – 11:15	 Second Plenary Session
The Economics of Regional Security

Dr Barham Saleh
Deputy Prime Minister, Iraq

Yoshimasa Hayashi
Member, House of Councillors, Japan

Agenda
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11:15 – 11:45	 Break

11:45 – 13:15	 Third Plenary Session
Security in a Global Context

The Rt Hon John Hutton
Secretary of State for Defence, UK

Dr Sanjaya Baru 
Former Official Spokesman and Media Advisor  
to the Prime Minister of India

13:15 – 14:45	 Private Lunch for Delegation Leaders – The Island

	 Hosted by:
Sheikh Khalid Bin Ahmed Bin Mohamed Al Khalifa
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Bahrain

	 Lunch for all other Delegates – Al Khayma

15:00 – 16:30	 Simultaneous Break-Out Groups – Al Ghazal Ballrooms

Group I	 Demographics, Labour and Security

	 Chair:	Dr Toby Dodge
Consulting Senior Fellow for the Middle East, IISS

Dr Majeed Al Alawi
Minister of Labour, Bahrain

Dr Sanjaya Baru
Former Official Spokesman and Media Advisor to the  
Prime Minister of India

Dr Gregory Gause
Associate Professor of Political Science, University of 
Vermont

Group II	 �Transnational Problems of Afghanistan  
in the Context of Regional Security

	 Chair:	Nigel Inkster
Director, Transnational Threats and Political Risk, IISS

Professor Ali Jalali
Distinguished Professor, Near East South Asia Center for 
Strategic Studies, National Defense University

Yousuf Bin Alawi Al Ibrahim
Minister Responsible for Foreign Affairs, Oman

Lieutenant-General Muhammad Mustafa Khan
Chief of General Staff, Pakistan

Lieutenant-General Karl W Eikenberry
Deputy Chairman of the Military Committee, NATO



The Manama Dialogue 2008 11Agenda 

Group III	 Sectarian Politics

	 Chair: 	Dr Mamoun Fandy
Senior Fellow for Gulf Security, IISS

Egemen Bagis
Foreign Policy Advisor to the Prime Minister; Vice 
Chairman, AK Party Foreign Affairs; and Member of 
Parliament, Turkey

Dr Sadoun Al Dulame
Former Defence Minister, Iraq

Dr Thuraya Arrayed
Advisory Board Member for Saudi CIT (Commitee of 
International Trade)

Professor Ebtisam Al Kitibi
Professor, Department of Political Science, UAE University

Group IV	 Piracy and Regional Maritime Security

	 Chair:	Rahul Roy-Chaudhury
Senior Fellow for South Asia, IISS

Mark Kimmitt
Assistant Secretary of State for Political-Military Affairs, US

Vice Admiral D K Joshi
Deputy Chief of Naval Staff, India

Vice Admiral William Gortney
Commander, US Naval Forces, Central Command; 
Commander, US Fifth Fleet

Vice Admiral Gérard Valin
Joint Forces Commander, Indian Ocean, France

	 During the Manama Dialogue

17:00 – 18:30	 Al Arabiya Debate – Al Noor Ballroom
The Future of Regional Security:  
Reflections from the Manama Dialogue

 
19:00 – 21:00	 Reception and Dinner

	 Hosted by:
HH Sheikh Salman Bin Hamad Bin Isa Al Khalifa
Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme Commander  
of the Bahrain Defence Force
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Sunday 14 December

09:00 – 11:00	 Fourth Plenary Session
The Role of the International  
Community in Regional Security

Vecdi Gönül
Minister of Defence, Turkey

Teo Chee Hean
Minister for Defence, Singapore

Ali Muthna Hasan
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Yemen

Mikhail Margelov
Chairman, Committee for Foreign Affairs,  
Federation Council, Russia; Special Representative of the 
President of the Russian Federation on Sudan

11:00 – 11:30	 Break

11:30 – 13:30	 Fifth Plenary Session
Changing Regional Security Architecture

General David Petraeus
Commander, US Centcom 

Dr Zalmai Rassoul
National Security Adviser, Afghanistan

Carl Bildt
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sweden

Pierre Lellouche
Rapporteur on Afghanistan, French National Assembly

13:30 – 13:45	 Conclusions and Envoi

13:45 – 15:15	 Farewell Lunch for all Delegates – Al Khayma


