








There is no apparent debate in, or about,
Morocco concerning a hypothetical future military-
oriented programme. How Morocco would respond
in the event of Algeria going nuclear remains open to
question, however. Morocco was a solid Western ally
during the Cold War, and its relationship with the US
and France has always been more assured and stable
than that of Algeria. By contrast, Morocco’s relation-
ship with its larger neighbour has been complex
and troubled, especially with regard to the Western
Sahara problem.* In recent years, many press arti-
cles in Morocco have referred to a potential Algerian
bomb.” However, those in Morocco who trumpet the
danger of a nuclear threat from the east tend to do
so out of general opposition to Algerian policies. For
example, in 2005 a member of parliament claimed
that Algiers was developing nuclear weapons, and
that Morocco was the only possible target.*

If Algeria were ever to acquire nuclear weapons,
Rabat’s most likely reaction would be to seek
increased defence and security ties with its two
main Western partners, Paris and Washington. At
the very extreme, the ‘return’ of US nuclear weapons
to Morocco as part of an extended deterrence policy
is a possible scenario.*” This would run contrary to
the Pelindaba Treaty and is a far-fetched notion,
conceivable only in circumstances in which other
countries had already (re-)introduced US nuclear
weapons onto their territories. However, if Morocco
were to fall into the hands of Islamists, the possi-
bility of a national nuclear-weapons option might
appear less more credible.

Tunisia

Like Morocco, Tunisia joined the IAEA in 1957 and
signed the NPT on 1 July 1968, and then ratified it
in February 19y0. Perhaps because of the limited
nature of Tunisia’s nuclear activities, its safeguards
agreement with the IAEA was concluded very late:
it was signed on 24 February 1989, and came into
force on 13 March 1990. An Additional Protocol
to Tunisia’s safeguards agreement was approved
by the IAEA board of governors on 1 March 2005,
and was signed on 24 May of the same year. As of
May 2008, it had yet to be ratified. According to the
government, there is no political obstacle to ratifi-
cation and the formalities will be completed within
two years at the most. Tunisia was among the orig-

inal signatories of the Pelindaba Treaty, on 11 April
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1996, but for unexplained reasons is one of many
signatories that, as of May 2008, had yet to ratify it.
Tunis signed the CTBT on 16 October 1996 and rati-
fied it on 23 September 2004.

In the 1990s, Tunisia planned the construction of
a 2MWt TRIGA-type light-water research reactor,
licensed by the Centre National des Sciences et des
Technologies Nucléaires (CNSTN, created in 1993).
Though the project has lain abandoned for several
years, Tunisia has asked the IAEA for its assistance in
updating a feasibility study. It could be resurrected
for training purposes, as well as isotopic produc-
tion for medicine and industry. Tunisia’s only other
nuclear connection of note is as host country, since
1988, to the Arab Atomic Energy Agency (AAEA),
an independent subsidiary organisation of the Arab
League.

Since the early 1990s, Tunisia has been stud-
ying nuclear technology as an alternative energy
resource to its limited natural-gas reserves, having
conducted a site survey and participated in an IAEA
region-wide feasibility study for the use of nuclear
energy for desalination in the North African states.
In 2002, Tunisia undertook a more intensive nuclear-
desalination feasibility study with the French
Commissariat pour I’Energie Atomique, which
examined the La Skhira site. The study concluded
that, as long as gas prices remained constant,
the nuclear option would not be economical for
Tunisia. Yet in 2005, another study by an expert
group involving the CNSTN, as well as the Steg and
Sonede national utilities companies, concluded that

nuclear energy was an interesting and viable option
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for Tunisia, a country endowed with fewer natural
resources than most in the region.

Since March 2006, the Tunisian government
has taken a renewed interest in the development
of nuclear energy. In November 2006, the govern-
ment decided to undertake a preliminary study of
the economic and technical feasibility of a 6ooMWe
nuclear reactor. The following month France and

Tunisia signed a lab-to-lab-type nuclear-cooperation
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