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While the world struggled in 2007–08 to cope with the triple shock 

in the markets for credit, oil and food, the major nations awaited the 

beginning of a new period in international affairs with the arrival of the 

next US administration in Washington. Strategic Survey 2008 examines 

the domestic trends that preoccupied most powers and the international 

developments that affected security even as great-power relations 

remained effectively on hold. Two essays cover intelligence-reform efforts 

in the United States and the United Kingdom since 11 September 2001 

and the Iraq invasion of 2003, and a third considers long-term strategic 

developments in the Arctic. In region-by-region analyses of the year’s 

events, the book examines the latest developments relating to the Iranian 

and North Korean nuclear programmes, as well as events in Iraq and the 

wider Middle East. Developments in Latin America, Africa, Russia and Asia 

are given full coverage, as is the emergence of new leaders in Europe.  

The events of the past year are summarised in a chronology, and the book 

is fully indexed.
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Dr Jeffrey Mazo

Map Editors
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Strategic Survey 2008 begins as usual with Perspectives, an assessment 

of global developments over the past year, followed by three essays on 

particular strategic policy issues. Seven chapters analyse developments 

in individual countries, grouped by region. The book concludes with 

Prospectives, which briefly sets out the strategic outlook for the coming 

year. A chronology is provided in the Events at a Glance section, and the 

Strategic Geography section contains 20 pages of colour maps depicting 

strategically important activity and political change.
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